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T H E  A R R I V A L  
T H E  W E L C O M E
T H E  S A V O Y

fairmont.com/savoy Follow us:

The luxury of a stay begins before you even 
check-in with The Savoy Suite Welcome. 

Family suites and above include round-trip transfers 
from all London airports and stations,  
24-hour Butler service and courtesy car drop offs  
within a three mile radius (subject to availability).

Located in the heart of Belgravia, 
Knightsbridge. Belgraves is a perfectly 
situated boutique hotel. Boasting 
85 Luxurious bedrooms, including 14 
Suites. The lounge lobby features an 
eclectic library and cosy hideaway areas, 
bringing together design, dining, and 
art. Adjacent to the lobby is Pont St 
restaurant.

The mezzanine level at Belgraves is 
home to The Bar, an elegant space 
channelling casual sophistication with 
exposed brickwork, vibrant modern 
artworks and luxury furnishings.  
The Bar boasts an extensive beverage 
selection and delicious bar menu which 
can also be served in The Terrace  
– an ivy walled indoor/outdoor space  
– and an intimate private dining room.

Local attractions such as Harrods, 
Hyde Park, Buckingham Palace, Harvey 
Nichols, Saatchi Gallery, Kings Road and 
Sloane Street shopping make Belgraves 
the perfect base for exploring the best 
of London.

Boutique Chic In Knightsbridge

20 Chesham Place, London, SW1X 8HQ  www.thompsonhotels.com/hotels/belgraves-london
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Crack an egg on your car bonnet and I’m pretty sure it’ll fry in Dubai right now. 
Yes, it’s that time of year again, when 25,000 of us head to the Dubai World 
Trade Centre to participate in the annual Arabian Travel Market. This being our 
21st year in attendance it's pretty old hat to me, but I still love the thrill meeting 
new people and catching up with old friends and colleagues from yester-year.

To celebrate our time at ATM and to keep things fresh, the team at Oceandusk 
Group have done a jolly good job and pulled together the very first edition of 
Voyager magazine. We've spent months scouring the best destinations from the 
UK, Europe, USA and Dubai to bring you the hottest news, trends and fashions, 
enabling you to keep your clients abreast of the changing market conditions. 

For those who haven't already met our new General Manager, John Flower, 
you'll be able to find out a little more about him on pages 12 and 13 where 
he talks about his time growing up in the land of OZ, as well as his favourite 
global getaways. You will also have an opportunity to meet other members of 
the team on page 8 and hear about my thoughts on the importance of H2H 
(Human-to-Human) business practices, which reinforces our company culture 
of positive thinking, communication and working in a friendly, welcoming 
environment where we look out for one another.

I recommend that readers interested in the goings on in the USA should turn to 
page 68 to see the hottest beaches California has to offer. For something a little 
closer to London, take a look at our recommended shopping areas on page 25. 
In Dubai for a long weekend? Check out our city focus section from page 76 
onwards, packed with short-haul ideas and essentials for travellers to both the 
UK and Dubai.

As for me, you'll see me on the stand and under the air conditioning, wishing 
it were winter already.

Enjoy the issue!

Wasim Ud Din
Managing Director

MD’s Note
Issue One, May 2015
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Take a bite
of the Big Apple

Epicenter of the arts. 
Dining and shopping capital. 

Trendsetter. 
New York City wears many crowns 

and spreads an irresistible 
feast for all.

Book your next vacation to The USA with Oceandusk Group
Call:  +44 (0)20 7582 2233 - Email: usa@oceandusk.travel - Visit: www.oceanduskgroup.com
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'The best trip that I have done so far 
was my month adventure in South 
Africa; one of the most diverse 
countries in the world. Taking pictures 
under the enormous statue of Tata 
Madiba in Pretoria and journeying 
along the breathtaking Garden Route 
and the massive braais (BBQ's) on the 
beaches in Cape Town. When you 
think you have seen everything the 
beautiful country has to offer, you find 
yourself stood atop Table Mountain, 
covered in goosebumps.'

Inspired by this Edition's focus on destinations, we asked the Oceandusk team to 
describe their favourite travel experience...

Meet 
the

Team

'Without a doubt, Peru was the most 
amazing destination I have ever visited. 
The history, culture, people and not 
forgetting the Peruvian cuisine - I was 
completely spellbound from the moment 
we landed in the country.
A short Stay in Lima allowed us to do some 
shopping and sightseeing - I thought 
that was it until we flew to Cuzco and 
visited the ancient city of Machu Picchu, 
one of the Seven Wonders of the World 
which just left me astounded. if you're 
looking for adventure, this is the perfect 
place for you.'

‘A good friend and I recently drove 
from San Francisco to Los Angeles 
and back within a week. LA really 
lived up to it's 'entertainment hub 
of America' nickname -  what with 
the legendary Hollywood sign, the 
renowned Sunset Boulevard and 
Universal Studios, you can't go a day 
with out seeing someone from the 
world of movies, TV or Broadway. 
The beautiful weather, welcoming 
hospitality and sparkling wit of the 
locals makes California the perfect 
destination for all.’

‘Forget all those bucket and spade 
beach breaks that can be summed 
up on a postcard... Morocco leaves 
you with holiday photographs that 
demand further explanation. watching 
goats climbing up trees, sipping the 
sweetest mint tea you’ll ever drink 
and busting Berber dance moves in 
the local bar? From the traditional 
tajine and bread stalls hidden away 
deep in the Atlas mountains to the 
city of Marrakesh; a pearl polished by 
history, Morocco really is in a world of 
its own.’

Maros Vanicky
Sales Agent - Apartmentstay

Jess Carey
Marketing Manager - Oceandusk Group

Peter Cardoso
Operations Manager - GCC

Silvia Slamkova
Sales Agent - UK

Within a short walk of Knightsbridge lies The Halkin, and its Michelin-starred Spanish restaurant, Ametsa with Arzak Instruction. This
discreet neighbourhood address in Belgravia promises some of the most elegant suites in town–steeped in light with London rooftop views. 

On nearby Park Lane in Mayfair, the Metropolitan hotel delivers cool London glamour with the spectacular COMO Suite overlooking Hyde
Park’s green sward. Then just around the corner, our Metropolitan Apartments have access to all the hotel’s facilities, including the COMO
Shambhala Urban Escape spa. Here you can expect the comfort, privacy and detail of a generous private home. Throw in attentive service,
our in-the-know concierge teams, private shoppers, drivers and more, and with COMO, you’ve got the inside track on London secured. 

LONDON
BY COMO

is abou† experiencing †he ci†y’s glamour, cocooned in con†emporary luxury

  

Halkin/Met Ocean Dusk Ad 2015_COMO  02/03/2015  18:14  Page 1
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Prime Location
Located in Arlington Street just off Piccadilly, 
Arlington House offers an ideal base whether 
you are here for business or leisure. Car 
parking is available underneath the property 
but is chargeable and there is a taxi rank 
located just outside the property on Arlington 
Street.

Apartment Features
Our apartments are designed to provide 
our clients with a feeling of 'home away 
from home'. Many of our Apartments have 
a contemporary modern style but also 
a selection of apartments have a more 
traditional feel. A number of our apartments 
also overlook our beautiful tranquil garden with 
a fountain and some also have a direct view 
into Green Park.

We have fully equipped kitchens with Miele 
appliances, a comfortable spacious lounge 
to relax and unwind, surround sound music 
system, wide range of television channels and 
individually controlled air conditioning. 

Why choose Arlington House Apartments?
• We are perfectly located 
• Our service levels are second to 

none
• We offer a variety of spacious, 

comfortable Apartments

Arlington House is the ideal location whether 
it’s just for a weekend, a week or even a year. 

Arlington House Apartments St James offers a range of 
luxury serviced apartments in the St James’s / Mayfair 

area of London

ARLINGTON HOUSE APARTMENTS - LONDON - SW1A 1RL

Whether your clients are travelling for 
business or leisure, Arlington House 

Serviced Apartments can offer them 
an exclusive and convenient base for 

your stay. 

We find out Wasim Ud Din's future plans for 
expansion, progression and global domination...

Moving forwards for Apartmentstay – What are 
your next steps?
"Apartments are an area that we have focused on for many 
years now and I believe that demand and interest for the product 
will continue to grow and grow. In terms of the future, were 
looking to continue to increase our portfolio within existing 
markets but are also looking to branch out into new destinations 
– BRIC countries for example. During the last year, we’ve seen a 
significant increase in individual and family travel which I believe 
will hold us in good stead for the future."

How have you turned the company from a small 
business enterprise into a global company?
"Hard work, dedication, commitment, sacrifice and most 
importantly, having a good, reliable team around me whom I can 
trust and rely on."

What are your top tips for success in the 
wholesale industry?

The launch of ODOS (Oceandusk Online System) – 
how do you see it impacting the company, team and 
your place in the wholesale industry?
"The main reason why we wanted to launch ODOS was so 
that it would put us on the playing field against the online 
giants of the wholesale travel industry. The new system 
will change the dynamics of the company as a whole. Our 
ability to operate both online and offline alongside our 
commitment to investing in the project will enable us to 
build on our existing success within the industry. 
In terms of the team, the way we do business will be re-
evaluated. Of course we still want to ensure that our service 
standards are maintained, and this means that we still need 
our agents to know that we will be on the end of a phone, 
whenever they need us. We envisage ODOS becoming a 
mini booking.com – for short-haul, we want our agents to 
go straight to our website and book online – this will cut out 
the middle man and waiting time which means that they will 
be able to get back to their clients more quickly. 
For long-haul travel, we believe agents will still pick up 
the phone, text us, WhatsApp us, Skype us and email us. 
Generally on longer trips, the bookings are more complicated; 
the clients require hotel changes, transfers, additional items 
in their rooms such as fridges etc and of course, this takes 
our team more time to organise. Having our new online 
system enables the team to really focus on these bookings 
to ensure we really do deliver on the high level of service 
expected by our agents."

The launch of the US product – Why now?
"The idea of developing the product so that it encapsulates 
the US has been in the pipeline for a while now. We decided 
to launch it last year as we knew that there would be a 
greater demand for travel in the US, especially as the States 
are deemed as being a destination that are based on giving 
better value than say, the UK or Europe. 
In time, the US offering will give Europe a run for its money 
– just think, if you want a room in the UK or Europe, you’ll 
be looking at having a room of about 20 square meters. 
Stay in a room in the States on the other hand and you will 
be looking at an average room size of 45 square meters. In 
addition, if you want to upgrade to a suite in the US, you’ll 
be looking at paying an extra $50 - $100 dollars, whereas in 
the UK / Europe you end up paying so much more for only a 
fractional amount of additional space."

"Keep it simple – focus on what really counts
Understanding the Middle Eastern market – their needs 
and requirements
Ensure that you have a clear business model and strategy, 
and that you make sure your company grows and adapts 
to changes in market conditions to reflect this"

RAISING THE BAR
INTERVIEW WITH THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
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GLOBETROTTER
A WORLD OF TRAVEL NEWS AND DISCOVERIES

'To me, Melbourne is home. Granted, I’ve moved 
around a little bit - my actual home until I was 
three years old was South Wales. My mother 
and father were keen for me and my brother not 
to be coal miners, so they took us to Australia, 
where we were brought up in the countryside. 
I met my wife over there back in '85 and we 
had two beautiful girls. We decided to venture 
away from Oz, to try something new as you do 
and ended up in Dubai, where I spent 10 years 
working for the travel industry working for key, 
industry focussed travel wholesale companies.  

After a short sabbatical back in Australia where I 
took time out, spent time with my wife and kids 
and generally relaxed, I was head hunted for 
the position of General Manager at Oceandusk 
Group. I've now been in the role for just over 
four months and loving every minute of it. Sure, 
the role has it's ups and downs but the team 
really are fantastic. They offer each other a 
fantastic support network and, during my tenure 
at the company, have really come together and 
grown as a team. As they say, the futures bright, 
the futures orange, or in our case, yellow!'

My Melbourne

South West Franc
e

A lush green 
city with great 
cityscapes 
surrounded by a 
forest canopy that 
hides the mysteries 
that K.L. has to 
offer.  Street 
markets and 
bustling shopping 
centres sit side by 
side with modern 
transportation 
facilities and hotels 
that are second to 
none in luxury.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Bangkok
, Thailand

What can be said about 
Bangkok that hasn’t been said 
before – the hustle and bustle 
of the streets, the markets, the 
clubs and restaurants offer 
something for everyone, with 
that distinctive South East Asian 
flare and flavour!

With 115 islands and only 16 that are actually inhabited, any traveller 
is spoilt for choice in the Seychelles, with a selection of world class 
resorts in a sub-tropical paradise.  Visit the capital Victoria, a quaint 
colonial town with its traditional marketplace, or just laze around the 
resort – my favourite being Four Seasons on Mahe!

Interlaken, Switzerland

The Seychelles

As the name suggests; 
between two lakes.  
Interlaken is one of the 
most picturesque towns 
that I have been to and 
with easy access to the 
Alps on the Piz Gloria 
cable car with views of 
The Matterhorn, snow 
filled valleys and quaint 
villages – everywhere 
you look is like a picture 
postcard.  A highlight of 
any visit to Switzerland.

Paris is one of the world’s greatest cities 
and rightly so – but don’t forget about 
the regions and one of my favourite is 
Laungedoc-Rossilion and the 
magnificent walled city of Carcassonne.  
Middle aged streets filled with 
museums, restaurants and café’s sit 
alongside luxury retail outlets and 
only a stones throw from the wonderful 
beaches of the south of France and two 
hours from Barcelona.

General Manager, John Flower, tells us about his favourite global hideaways...
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©2014 Hilton Worldwide

For more information visit: londonmet.hilton.com

225 Edgware Road | London | W 2 1JU | United Kingdom

C ONV ENIENT LY  LOC A T ED NEA R EV ERY T HING.
Ideally located,  H ilton London M etropole is  c los e to trans port links ,  10 - minutes  from O xford Street s hopping and 

near various  delic ious  res taurants ,  many of which o er halal food.

Spacious  Superior  Rooms  are perfect for  families .  Family Superior  Rooms  feature two queen beds  and a s ofa bed, 
while Studio Suites  feature a full kitchen and s eparate living s pace.

M any famous  London attractions  are within eas y reach,  plus  the hotel features  a concierge s ervice to as s is t gues ts .

©2014 Hilton Worldwide

22 Park Lane | London | W 1K 1BE | UK

C HEC K  IN AS A T OURIST . C HEC K  OUT  A S A  LOC A L.
A s  one of the mos t famous  hotels  in the world,  H ilton on Park Lane is  s ynonymous  with outs tanding s ervice,  

excellence and s tyle.  S ituated in the heart of M ayfair ,  his tory and culture is  on its  doors tep;  from one of the oldes t 
perfumeries  in town to the Q ueen's  Buckingham Palace -  all within eas y reach.

T he hotel o ers  exceptional dining with 3 des tination res taurants  and 5 bars .  Stunning views  of H yde Park and 
the capital' s  s kyline from gues t rooms  are s ure to impres s .

For more information visit: hilton.com/londonparklane

It used to be that marketing was 
segmented into two categories; 
business-to-business (B2B) or business 
- to-consumer (B2C). This was done 
(I assume), to separate specialties, 
audiences and segments in an effort to 
more highly target the groups of people 
who ultimately would consume a brand’s 
message.

What it really did, however, was create an 
unnatural language for marketers – with 
words like “synergy” and “speeds and 
feeds” – to tell the stories of products to 
their buyers and partners. It’s become like 
one massive game of telephone, where 
by the time a message gets to the person 
actually buying the product, the things 
that make it special have been swallowed 
by marketing vernacular.

Consumers are confused. Why can’t we 
make it simple for them to understand 
what we’re selling, to share their 
experiences and the value they felt 
with others? More importantly, why 

Key Takeaway: Human beings are innately complex yet strive for simplicity. Our challenge as humans 
is to find, understand and explain the complex in its most simplistic form. This means you. Find the 

commonality in our humanity, and speak the language we’ve all been waiting for.

H2H... Just Another Acronym?

is it that what we’re marketing most 
often does not align to actual consumer 
experiences? The fact is, the lines are 
so far blurred now between the two 
marketing segments that it’s hard to 
differentiate between the two anymore. 
We all need to think like the consumers 
we are, putting ourselves in the mindset 
of the buyer instead of trying to speak 
such an intensely sophisticated language 
full of acronyms and big words, in order 
to sound smarter.

Marketing increasingly strives to become 
one-to-one, with solutions to collect 
and wrangle the big data about us to 
serve up more personalised offers and 
experiences. On the other hand, social 
has become a more public and vast 
medium, where the things we share 
sky-rocket quickly to a “one-to-many” 
experience. 

The dichotomy between marketing and 
social has actually flipped… and it’s out 
of balance. Social and marketing need to 

Wasim Ud Din shares his thoughts on the matter of Human-to-Human business practice.

work together to personalise individual 
conversations, as well as deliver shared 
global experiences that crowds of 
common values can benefit from. This is 
what our social and digital mediums have 
gifted us, and how humans interact and 
feel more compelled to take action.
But people are also humans, and with 
that comes mistakes. Missteps. Failures. 

This is how I see it:

1) Businesses do not have emotion. 

People do

2) People want to be a part of 

something bigger than themselves

3) People want to feel something

4) People want to be included

5) People want to understand

As humans, it’s in our nature to say the 
wrong thing, get embarrassed, and not 
realise the consequences of our actions. 

The rise of social media has given a digital 
platform to the dark side of anonymity, 
both as individuals and as crowds. I say 
it’s time to lay down the virtual pitchforks 
and torches and bring this behaviour 
back into balance. 

The delightful side of humanity holds 
with it empathy, understanding, and 
forgiveness, and when remembered in 
our communication, it ties us together as 
a common group.

Communication shouldn’t be 
complicated. It should just be genuine 
and simple, with the humility and 
understanding that we’re all multi-
dimensional humans, everyone of which 
has spent time in both the dark and 
delightful parts of life.

MD’s 
Perspective
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An iconic London Hotel 

 

Park Lane, London W1K 7TN
 

 
londongrosvenorhouse.co.uk  

Grosvenor House, A JW Marriott Hotel is one of London’s most iconic hotels. 
Centrally located in the heart of London overlooking Hyde Park in exclusive   
Mayfair, it holds one of the capital’s most desirable addresses in ‘Park Lane’. 
 
Close to London’s famous shopping districts and cultural attractions, Grosvenor 
House has a rich and fascinating history and is quintessentially British in style. 
Guests can expect an approachable sense of luxury, attentive service, a brand 
new Executive Lounge and a collection of newly refurbished suites that have 
been expertly designed and influenced by the proximity of Hyde Park and the 
heritage of Grosvenor House. 
 
Culinary experiences include award-winning afternoon tea in The Park Room and 
one of the best steaks in London at JW Steakhouse. For a more  traditional British 
setting, enjoy the best from land and sea at Corrigan’s Mayfair. An extensive                     
in-room dining menu featuring international cuisine is available 24 hours a day.  
Don’t miss out on the world famous JW Cheesecake, available throughout the 
hotel in three sizes.  

 

The Real London...
London doesn’t just buzz - it thumps. One of the world’s most visited locations, the city 
has something for everyone: from history to culture, art to architecture.

A Tale of Two Cities
London is as much about high-
density, sight-packed exploration 
(the West End, South Bank, the City) 
and urban dynamism as it is about 
wide-open spaces and leafy escapes. 
Central London is where you will 
find all the major museums, galleries 
and most iconic sights, but escape 
to Hampstead Heath or Greenwich 
Park to flee the crowds and put the 
city’s greener hues into gorgeous 
perspective. Or venture even further 
out to Kew Gardens, Richmond 
or Hampton Court Palace for 
effortlessly good-looking panoramas 
of riverside London.

Time Travel
London is immersed in history. 
Not so much that it’s intimidating, 
but there’s sufficient antiquity 
and historic splendour (Tower of 

of ideas and the imagination. 
British people are fiercely 
independent thinkers (and 
critics), so London’s creative 
milieu is naturally streaked 
with leftfield attitude, from 
theatrical innovation to 
contemporary art, pioneering 
music, writing and design. 
And that’s even truer in these 
testing recessionary times. 
The 2012 Olympic Games 
and their attendant opening 
and closing ceremonies, have 
also inspired new artistic 
vigour and confidence.

London, Westminster Abbey, 
Hampton Court) to blow you 
away. London’s buildings 
are eye-catching milestones 
in the city’s unique and 
compelling biography. 
There’s more than enough 
funky innovation (the Shard, 
the Aquatics Centre, the 
Gherkin) to put a crackle in 
the air, but it never drowns 
out London’s well-preserved, 
centuries-old narrative. 
Architectural grandeur rises 
up all around you in the 
West End, ancient remains 
dot the City and charming 
pubs punctuate the Thames 
riverside. Take your pick.

Art & Culture
A tireless innovator of art 
and culture, London is a city 

Pictured: Copthorne Tara Hotel London Kensington

COPTHORNE
TARA HOTEL

LONDON, KENSINGT ON

Located in a quiet residential corner of London’s 
fashionable district of Kensington, the Copthorne Tara 

comfortable guest rooms, which include luxury suites, 

including prayer mats, a dedicated prayer room, Middle 
Eastern menus, an outdoor shisha café, Arabic satellite 

LONDON’S BEST 
ADDRESS TO EAT, 
SLEEP AND SHOP

 www.millenniumhotels.co.uk

Want to visit London? 

Contact Oceandusk Group to ensure 
your accomodation needs are 

catered to, perfectly.
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The Landmark London, 222 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 6JQ
www.landmarklondon.co.uk

Built in 1899, the five red star Landmark London hotel ranks among the finest of the Capital's leading
luxury hotels.

Perfectly located in one of London’s most up-market districts, it is also close to all transport facilities and main
attractions including Bicester Village, Harrods, Sloane Street in Knightsbridge, Westfield, Edgware Road and
Selfridges.

The Landmark London has a beautiful distinctive style and ambience, which combines classic British
elegance with deluxe facilities. We offer 300 of the largest guest rooms in London. All rooms boast 42 inch digital TVs
with Arabic channels, tea and coffee making facilities and en-suite white Italian marble bathroom. Experience one of our
51 luxurious suites and enjoy the ultimate in style and sophistication.

The Landmark London has three outstanding restaurants and bars as well as an Arabic room service menu. The
luxurious Landmark Spa & Health Club includes a 15-metre chlorine-free swimming pool, a new fully equipped
gymnasium, jacuzzi, sanarium and offers ESPA and VOYA treatments.

Delivering Memorable Moments

MILLENNIUM
HOTEL

LONDON, KNIGHTSBRIDG E

Pictured: Millennium Hotel London Knightsbridge

Millennium Hotel London Knightsbridge, located 
on the prestigious Sloane Street, is situated in one of 
the capital’s most upmarket shopping districts and 

exclusive address provides convenient access to famous 
fashion retailers such as Harrods and Harvey Nichols. 

rooms which include Standard, Superior, Club, Studio 

outstanding views of London. In the hotel’s grand 

Chinois Restaurant & Bar serves modern Chinese 
cuisine, as well as a creative cocktail list.

PERFECTLY 
PLACED

 www.millenniumhotels.co.uk

Pictured: Millennium Hotel London Mayfair

MILLENNIUM
HOTEL

LONDON, MAYFAIR

TRADITIONAL CHARM 
AND LUXURY IN AN 

OUTSTANDING LOCATION

this hotel is conveniently located, overlooking 
Grosvenor Square and within walking distance 
of many of London’s most popular attractions. 
Guests staying at the Millennium Hotel London 
Mayfair can visit the designer boutiques of Bond 
Street and the fashionable stores of Regent Street, 
wander through Hyde Park, or go to the theatre 

guest rooms and suites, and boasts a selection 
of excellent amenities, including 24 hour room 
service and an award winning Italian restaurant.

 www.millenniumhotels.co.uk
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Top London Locations

Mayfair Chelsea

Marble Arch Bond Street

Did You Know?
Greater London is made up of 33 
Boroughs and 73 Parliamentary 
constituencies which cover 607 

square miles. 

The much smaller area of Central 
London is divided up into a number 

of popular areas, each with a 
distinctive character and feel, 

which often derive their names 
from landmarks, a historical event 
or a geographic fact (for example 

Pudding Lane where The Great Fire 
of London started in 1666).

For instance, the area south of the 
Thames between Waterloo and 

London Bridge is called the South 
Bank, while The City of London is 
also known as The Square Mile. 

Here's our suggestions of the most 
popular neighbourhoods that you 

are bound to encounter...

KnightsbridgeOxford Street Regent’s Park

KensingtonEdgware Road Sloane Square

Londoner’s
City

Guide

Looking for 
accommodation 

in London?

Book your next vacation to London 
with Apartmentstay

 +44 (0)20 7724 4848
mail@apartmentstay.co.uk
www.apartmentstay.co.uk
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Situated in one of London’s most exclusive areas, in 
a stunning location overlooking Chelsea Harbour 

capital. Its 154 spacious and elegantly furnished 
suites are ideal for families, couples and single 

kind penthouse suites, with large private balconies, 
indulgent amenities and facilities for private dining 

indoor swimming pool, gym, sauna and steam rooms. 

 www.millenniumhotels.co.uk

LONDON’S ONLY 
FIVE STAR, 

Oceandusk Group's chauffeur service provides an enviable 
quality of high class car transfers throughout London. 
Our chauffeurs assure confidentiality and reliability at 
all times. Over the years, we have gained an excellent 

reputation for an efficient and courteous service.

We ensure your clients are transferred in fully equipped 
vehicles which include lap top and mobile phone chargers. 
All vehicles are climate controlled and immaculately turned 

out, and come complete with a uniformed chauffeur.

The Chauffeurs we work with are able to supply reading 
material and light refreshments if required, to ensure your 
client’s arrive at their business meeting or appointment 

refreshed, relaxed and fully rejuvenated.

Transfer and
Chauffeur Service
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All in one place. With up to 60% o�. *

Treat yourself and receive free Hands-free Shopping when you present 
this advert at the Bicester Visitor Centre †.

BALLY       COACH       DVF       MONCLER       MULBERRY       SAMSONITE      

 SMYTHSON       TAG HEUER       TORY BURCH       AND MANY MORE

B I C E S T E R V I L L A G E . C O M

*the recommended retail price. †O�er is valid until 31 August 2015 and is subject to availability. © Bicester Village 2015    03/15    1546

EUROPE      BICESTER VILLAGE, LONDON      KILDARE VILLAGE, DUBLIN      LA VALLÉE VILLAGE, PARIS      WERTHEIM VILLAGE, FRANKFURT
  INGOLSTADT VILLAGE, MUNICH      MAASMECHELEN VILLAGE, BRUSSELS      FIDENZA VILLAGE, MILAN      LA ROCA VILLAGE, BARCELONA

     LAS ROZAS VILLAGE, MADRID      CHINA      SUZHOU VILLAGE, SUZHOU      SHANGHAI VILLAGE, SHANGHAI

THE CHIC OUTLET SHOPPING ®  COLLECTION OF VILLAGES IN EUROPE AND CHINA

THE 
PERFECT TREAT Oxford Street

The heart of London shopping, 
bustling Oxford Street has more than 

300 shops, designer outlets and 
landmark stores.

Regent Street 
An impressively elegant shopping 

street, Regent Street offers a good 
range of mid-priced fashion stores 
alongside some of the city’s oldest 
and most famous shops, including 

Hamleys, Liberty and The Apple Store. 

Bond Street and Mayfair
Popular with celebrities on a spree, 

this is probably London’s most 
exclusive shopping area, home to 

big names, including Burberry, Louis 
Vuitton and Tiffany & Co. 

King’s Road
Shopping is the King’s Road’s main 

obsession – here you’ll find an eclectic 
mix of trendy boutiques, unique 

labels, designer shops and high-street 
staples, alongside a vast array of cafes 
and eateries. Be sure to check out the 

store where punk was born in the 
70s, Vivienne Westwood’s shop and 
the treasure trove of antiques at the 

Chelsea Antiques Market.

Knightsbridge
This is the place to go if you’re 

looking for prestigious brands and 
up-to-the-minute trends from the 

world’s fashion elite. Best known for 
Harrods and Harvey Nichols, you’ll 

also find a whole host of big-name 
fashion designers on Sloane Street.

Notting Hill
Notting Hill offers a vast array of 

small, unique shops selling unusual 
and vintage clothing, rare antiques, 

quirky gifts, books and organic food. 
There’s also the unmissable Portobello 

Road Market – a mile-long (1.6km) 
street with a vibrant array of different 

stalls set out daily.

London’s 
Shopping Areas

V
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However you like to indulge, 

whether it’s watching glittering West End shows, 

walking in Hyde Park or visiting the exclusive 

shopping areas of Knightsbridge and Bond Street, 

book a hotel in London 

for the ultimate escape.

www.oceanduskgroup.com
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
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M O R G A N S  H O T E L  G R O U P

DELANO SOUTH BEACH
HUDSON

 

NEW YORK
MONDRIAN LOS ANGELES • NEW YORK • SOUTH BEACH • LONDON

ORIGINALS MORGANS NEW YORK • ROYALTON NEW YORK • SHORE CLUB SOUTH BEACH •
CLIFT SAN FRANCISCO • SANDERSON LONDON • ST MARTINS LANE LONDON •

10 KARAKÖY ISTANBUL 

 

MORGANSHOTELGROUP.COM

AT PARK PLAZA HOTELS IN LONDON
LUXURY

 Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London

Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London 
and the fi ve–star Plaza on the River provide 
the perfect base for a luxurious stay in the 
capital, with famous attractions and shopping 
districts on the doorstep.

 ,setius moor–itlum suoicaps dna nredoM  •
many with balconies and unrivalled views

settenehctik ro snehctik deppiuqe ylluf gnirutaef setiuS  •
ecivres fehc etavirp dna gnippohs lanosreP  •

• Spa, swimming pool and fi tness centre
• Arabic TV channels and newspapers
• Free Wi-Fi

For other worldwide locations 
and the best rates guaranteed visit
parkplaza.com

BEAUTIFUL - 
THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL
10TH FEBRUARY - 13TH JUNE 2015

Raw song-writing talent
Carole King wrote dozens of beautiful, 

songs and, with her Tapestry album, 
defined the sound of a generation. The 

play focuses on the singer's early life and 
career and features Katie Brayben in the 
title role. Crammed with hits, it offers a 

compact account of early pop music itself.

THE TWITS
7 APRIL-31 MAY 2015

A mischievous children’s story for all 
ages. With musical adaptations of Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory and Matilda 
currently storming the West End, the latest 

of Roald Dahl’s much loved children’s 
books to take to the stage is a little bit 

different. Enda Walsh has playfully turned 
the story of horrid Mr and Mrs Twit on its 

head. We’re excited.

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 
24 JUNE - 25 JULY 2015

A celebrated performance of the classic 
novel. Grab any tickets you can for 

productions at The Barbican this year - 
the venue’s programme is hotter than hot 
right now. And, amidst news of a sequel 
from the 88-year-old author Harper Lee, 
Robert Sean Leonard is reprising the part 
of heroic lawyer Atticus Finch for the final 

leg of what is set to be another sell-out.

Theatre Guide
In London this Summer? Why not see the shops by day and take in a show during the evening?

What 
to see 

in 2015
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Throughout history, eating out has been seen as a social activity, which is why understanding its social context and delineations 
is integral when trying to comprehend food and eating patterns. Take for example the fine-dining scene - dynamic, innovative 
and creative to a 'T', we Londoners find ourselves surrounded by Michelin stared restaurants. With new talent emerging all 
the time, we show you three top recommendations - restaurants we think you MUST visit whilst in London.

Lunching in London

Alain Ducasse at The Dorchester - Mayfair
Imaginative Modern French haute cuisine from Head Chef Jocelyn Herland, with a fiber-optic 
backdrop.

THREE MICHELIN STARS

Dinner by Heston Blumenthal at Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park - Knightsbridge
Opened in January 2011, Dinner gained a Michelin star within a year, and in April 2014 was listed fifth on The 
World’s 50 Best Restaurants in Restaurant magazine.

TWO MICHELIN STARS

Hakkasan Mayfair - Mayfair
Dim sum, Modern Cantonese delicacies and signature cocktails on 2 floors with designer decoration.

ONE MICHELIN STAR

Situated in the heart of London on exclusive Park Lane,  Grosvenor House Apartments by Jumeirah 
Living o�ers the services of a luxury hotel combined with the comfort, security and generous living 
space of a private Mayfair residence. 

For more information visit jumeirah.com/gha 

UNRIVALLED LUXURY  
EXCLUSIVE MAYFAIR ADDRESS

Food 
for

Thought

The Ritz is the perfect place to stay when visiting London.  

• Located between the metropolitan areas of Mayfair and Knightsbridge.

• Over 50% of rooms and suites have the option of interconnecting to additional rooms.  

• Complimentary stay for children under 16 in their parent’s room.  

• Complimentay exclusive access to The Ritz Club and Cigar Shop with authentic  

Middle East dishes and shisha.

The Ritz remains a global benchmark for meticulous service, attention to detail and the �nest quality.

THE RITZ LONDON 150 PICCADILLY         LONDON         W1J9BR

                                                WWW.THERITZLONDON.COM   

THE RITZ.  THE BEAUTY IS IN EVER Y DETAIL
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From the grandest of grande dames to edgy design hotels, we've scoured the capital's finest providers of 
teatime treats in our pick of the best places for afternoon tea in London...

Afternoon Tea in Style... 

The Athenaeum
The Athenaeum was a recent 
winner of the Tea Guild’s Top 
London Afternoon Tea award, 
having won the accolade in 
2012. Served in the welcoming 
Garden Room with its views of 
the vertical living wall, this tea 
features a range of sandwiches, 
pastries and scones alongside 
a choice of tea or champagne - 
honey used for the tea is sourced 
from Regent’s Park.

Quintesentially 
British

The Goring
Sample the top London 
afternoon tea 2013, as crowned 
at the 'Oscars' of the tea world, 
The Tea Guild Awards. During 
colder months, tea can be taken 
by a roaring fire. During warmer 
months, The Goring – just 
minutes from Buckingham Palace 
– serves this award-winning tea 
al fresco in the garden.

Brown’s Hotel
Brown's Hotel's award-winning 
afternoon tea is served in the 
English Tea Room, complete with 
wood panelling, fireplaces and 
original artworks. Relax to the 
sounds of the baby grand piano 
as you enjoy finger sandwiches, 
pastries, scones and cakes from 
the trolley. There's a choice of 17 
teas, and two Tea Sommeliers to 
help you choose.

The Dorchester
Afternoon tea is served five times 
a day in The Dorchester's famous 
marble and gilt Promenade. Enjoy 
a selection of finger sandwiches 
followed by warm scones with 
jam and cream, French pastries 
and a choice of fine and rare 
teas. You can also get afternoon 
tea in The Dorchester Spa's 
Spatisserie.

A British Pastime...
‘Opulent’, ‘sumptuous’ and ‘divine’ 
are the perfect words to describe a 
quintessentially British afternoon tea 
experience. We highlight some of the 
best places to fritter away an afternoon in 
London where you can enjoy delightfully 
refreshing teas and tantalising menus 
filled with hand-cut sandwiches and 
delicate, sweet pastries.

STRATTON STREET, LONDON W1J 8 LT

THEMAYFAIRHOTEL.CO.UK

If it’s happening in London,  
it’s happening at The May Fair. 
An icon of expressive design 
with a playful, unstu�y style  
that rede�nes the ethos of  
�ve-star hospitality.

   The May Fair, in the heart of 
London’s true luxury quarter and 
home to the glamorous since it’s 
Royal opening in 1927

   Home to 12 of the most spectacular 
suites in the heart of London

   May Fair Kitchen has a passion for 
the best ingredients – speci�ed, 
sourced and cooked to perfection

   The Cigar Room is an intimate 
enclave recreating the outdoors in, 
the perfect setting to sample the 
�nest hand rolled Cuban cigars

   There’s also the luxurious and 
indulgent Spa, the May Fair Theatre,  
a 201-seat private screening room 
and the award winning May Fair Bar
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The careful touch, the prompt response, the thoughtful action and the
unexpected gesture, these are the priceless hallmarks of excellent, personal service.

At The Wellesley, such precious details are the unspoken rule that will elevate
your experience from the exceptional to the extraordinary.

A C K N O W L E D G E  T H E  I M P E C C A B L E

The Wellesley, 11 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7LY

S:197.2 mm
S:260.7 m

m

A PLACE THAT FEELS LIKE 
IT WAS MADE FOR YOU. 

BECAUSE IT WAS.

Set in Royal St. James, just moments  

from Big Ben and Buckingham Palace,  

Conrad London St James connects guests 

to some of London’s most iconic landmarks  

and exclusive shopping, while offering locally 

inspired style and Conrad’s intuitive service.

 

The collection of 15 contemporary suites 

provide discreet luxury - the signature 

penthouse Conrad Suite can become an eight 

bedroom residence with its own private elevator. 

With dedicated Arabic services and amenities 

including a Halal in-room dining menu and 

extensive Arabic television channels, London 

Conrad St. James is an inspired place to stay.

©2015 Hilton Worldwide
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WORK OR PLAY, 
LOCATION IS 
EVERYTHING.

Bryanston Street
London 
W1H 7EH
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• Spacious modern rooms, suites and apartments

•  Fast, free Wi-Fi and your own in-room tablet and Smart TVs that  
sync to your devices

•  Free mini-bar with complimentary snacks and soft drinks and great  
coffee on demand at no charge with Nespresso® machines and fresh milk

• Meeting rooms for 10 to  500 people

• Located just off Oxford Street

• Opening Winter 2015

amba-hotel.com/marblearch

guoman.com/cumberland

CUTTING EDGE LONDON LUXURY

Luxury hotel in  
a prime location 
on Oxford Street

•  Marble Arch/Park Lane/
Edgware Road location

• Views over Hyde Park

•  Over 1000 contemporary 
rooms, apartments and suites

•  Fast, free unlimited Wi-Fi 
throughout the hotel

•  Middle Eastern in-room 
menus Oceandusk Online System

O.D.O.S
Offering an online booking engine for those who 
need to book quickly and maximise revenue streams.

Visit www.oceanduskgroup.com to find out more
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Step 1: Get Settled
Stow your carry-on and get what you 
need for your seat. If you’re on a longer 
flight in which sleep is desired, this 
would be an ideal time to spritz some 
lavendar on your blanket/travel pillow 
and settle down for some z's. Since you 
have very limited control of the light 
in your general area, consider an eye 
mask - a comical one is not absolutly 
necessary, but we think anything to make 
you chuckle after 10 hours sat next to a 
screaming child is worth it.

Step 2: Hydrate, Hydrate, Hydrate!
Hours of circulated air = dehydration. 
Grab a cup of water, hydrate your body, 
and then begin to hydrate your skin. 
Begin with a cleansing wipe to get off any 
grime that may have developed during 
your slumber. If you’re a germaphobe, 
a nice spray of disinfectant is your first 
step to get your hands face-ready. Then 
reach for your Bliss Eye Masks to depuff 
and energize your under-eyes. Lastly, go 
for a rich moisturizer like Embryolisse to 
seal in total hydration.

Step 3: At The Finish Line
You’re almost done. You’re a few minutes 
from stowing your tray tables and 
putting your seat in its upright position. 
Since your teeth are sparkly and clean, 
it’s now time to moisturize your lips. 
Elizabeth Arden Eight Hour Cream is 
a personal favorite to ensure a long-
lasting, pillow soft pout. A quick spritz 
of Caudalie’s Beauty Elixir will take 
you from fresh to radiant. And because 
you’re done touching your face, your 
hands are now open for hydration.

Sarah Chapman Overnight Facial

Jam-packed full of antioxidants, vitamins 
and omega oils, it leaves skin glowing the 

next morning for a brighter, smoother 
complexion as soon as you awake.

The Best Serums to Prevent Dry Skin When Flying

Come Fly 
With Me
We suggest ways to enjoy 

your next long haul flight...

 Clarins HydraQuench Intensive 
Serum Bi-Phase

With a texture that’s as close to water as 
it can get, it absorbs speedily into skin 

leaving it soft, moisturised and supple to 
the touch.

Glamglow Thirstymud Hydrating 
Treatment

The product really does the trick 
- it hydrates, moisturizes, restores, 

replenishes and calms the skin after a 
long (or even short) flight.
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Check In
The Essentials
Located in Arosa, Switzerland at an altitude of 1800 metres, The Tschuggen Grand Hotel 's 130 
rooms and suites have been completely refurbished and fashion a contemporary, fairy tale-like 
environment

As a place nestled between heaven and 
earth,' the hotel opens up a new dimension 

of space and comfort, nature and geometry, 
of warmth, rock, light, and water. The 

mountains and the skies all around fill the 
innermost depths of this oasis of wellness 

through opulent yet filigree sails of glass and 
steel, flooding the four storeys with light and 

stunning panoramic vistas. 

The sheer dimensions and the untouched 
natural materials provide an ideal setting for 

guests to draw breath and unwind. Lightness, 
comfort, unobtrusive luxury and harmonious 

design blend with the aura of stone and 
water to create a natural urge for rest and 

relaxation. 

The rustic mountain sauna and the 
choice of steam bath and sauna areas are 

complemented by two luxury spa suites of 
70 and 100 square meters, where guests 

are able to enjoy complete privacy, alone 
or as a couple. The suites offer a private 

sauna and steam bath environment, with the 
whirlpool directly beneath the glass canopy 

bringing guests one step closer to nature. 
The massage loungers and the beauty area 
provide a personal setting to enjoy a wide 

range of treatments.
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Paris. The ultra-cosmopolitan French capital city, has a 
longstanding global reputation as a mecca of art, culture, 
fashion, gastronomy, history and architecture. Called the City 
of Light, City of Love and Capital of Fashion, Paris is not only 
brimming with internationally famous attractions but is an 
energetic city where beauty and vivacity ever-weave its curvy 
streets. Paris' starring role on the global stage makes it a prime 
destination for travellers, who have many reasons to visit 
beyond the emblematic Eiffel Tower... 

Where to go
Parisian landmarks are recognised as 
much for their architectural grandeur 
as for their historical significance. One 
of the most popular landmarks is the 
Arc de Triomphe, which overlooks 
the world-famous Champs-Elysees 
avenue. Commissioned in 1806 in 
honor of the French military and completed 30 years later, 
this aesthetically impressive structure houses military-related 
historical art and artifact collections, and offers a panoramic 
view of Paris from its high terrace. Notre Dame is another 
historic landmark, and one of the world’s most famous 
cathedrals. With its breathtaking Gothic and Renaissance 
design, and an equally overwhelming interior of artistic detail, 
the landmark has a colorful history that lends insight into 
French culture. Also, the Chateau de Versailles, located in 
the Parisian suburbs, offers tourists a visually stimulating and 
educational experience. 

Activities for Culture Vultures
No trip to Paris is complete without a visit to the Palais 
Garnier, visited as often for its beauty (including the world-
famous Chagall painting on the Opera Room ceiling) as it is 
for its grand performances of ballet, symphony and opera. 
For cinema aficionados, the Cinematheque Francaise (known 
to tourists as the Museum of French Cinema) offers one of 
the largest film archives in existence. Film collections and 
cinema memorabilia span beyond French culture to include 
all film-producing countries of the world. Music is another 
omnipresent part of Parisian life, with festivals and street 
performers constantly populating the city streets. The Cite de 

la Musique, classified as 'educationally 
stimulating' is dedicated to music’s 
historical and current significance. 

Artistic License
Paris has been an international artists’ 

hub for centuries. The world’s most visited museum, Musee 
de Louvre, attracts millions of visitors each year, and we know 
why. It offers thousands of collections and some of the world’s 
most famous original works from prominent artistic eras, 
such as Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa from the Italian Renaissance. 
After an art history tour, visitors can indulge in world-famous 
modern and contemporary art collections in the Pompidou 
Centre, located in the heart of Paris, dedicated to European 
art collections. The Musee d’Orsay is also a popular destination 
for art-loving tourists as it famous Impressionist collections of 
works by Auguste Renoir and Claude Monet.

'The City of Light, 
Love and Fashion'

FROM PARIS, WITH LOVE
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Pictured: Grand Hotel Palace

FIVE STAR LUXURY 
ON ROME’S MOST 

FASHIONABLE STREET 

with 74 luxury guest rooms and 13 suites, situated 
in the centre of historic Rome, on Via Veneto. 

Murano crystal chandeliers and stunning frescoes 

for both business and leisure travellers to stay, 

alfresco bistro and a luxury spa.

 www.millenniumhotels.co.uk

La dolce vita – the Italian sweet life: Does it still exist, and if so, can it be found 
in touristy Rome? While the critics are quick to point out that the Eternal City is 
pricey and over-crowded, there’s a civility to be had – full of aperitivo and gelato 
and lounging against cinematic backdrops – if you do Rome right. 

10am - Campo dei Fiori Market 
One of the world’s original foodie 
destinations, Rome’s culinary traditions 
are as deeply rooted as its art and ancient 
sites. Undertaking a food tour is as much 
a general orientation to the part of Rome 
that was once a busy corridor between 
Basilica of St. John Lateran and the 
Vatican (and even earlier was adjacent 
to the Pompey Theatre, the infamous 
site of Julius Caesar’s murder) as it is 
an exploration in deliciousness. Your 
senses will guide you through cheese 
and prosciutto shops, paninoteca and 
wine bars (hint: there’s no need to eat 
breakfast first). We strongly recommend 
sourcing carciofi alla giudia, deep-fried 
artichokes, zucchini flowers stuffed with 
mozzarella and anchovy. Divine.

2pm - Villa Borghese 
Work your way over to the Villa Borghese, 
just above the Piazza del Popolo, where 
you’ll find Rome’s largest public park. 
Originally conceived as a private vineyard, 
the villa was redesigned and enlarged 
in 1605. Today it’s home to museums, 

8pm - Osteria Gusto 
While rustic Italian osteria are all 
the rage in most North American 
cities the last few years, it’s hard 
to beat the real deal. Packed with 
young locals, this two-story loft 
offers traditional, simple Roman 
food. Best of all are the ground - 
floor cheese cave, with some 400 
varieties. Well worth a visit.

a theatre and numerous secret 
gardens full of picturesque faux 
artefacts. It’s also where the locals 
come to loll about under the 
sweet shade of a Mediterranean 
pine, reading or cat-napping.

4pm - Via del Babuino
Not only is the Baroque-style 
Piazza di Spagna, the Spanish 
Steps, one of Rome’s most iconic 
sites, it’s also the central point to 
some of the city’s most upscale 
shopping. Via del Babuino is the 
classiest of the narrow streets 
that branch off from the square, 
full of “if you have to ask, you 
can’t afford it” price-tag-free 
boutiques, while Via Condotti 
is big-name designer heaven. 
Indulge in a more affordable 
sweet treat at Venchi, a craft 
chocolatier, or make your way 
over to San Crispino, along Via 
della Panetteria, for artisanal 
gelato that many say is the best 
in Rome.

Rome

THE	  FIRST	  LUXURY	  ART	  HOTEL	  ROMA	  -‐	  VIA	  DEL	  VANTAGGIO	  14,	  ROME,	  00186,	  ITALY	  
WWW.THEFIRSTHOTEL.COM	  

	  

The	  First	  combines	  contemporary	  Italian	  luxury	  with	  the	  highest	  levels	  of	  standards	  and	  
service.	  Located	  in	  the	  heart	  of	  Rome,	  the	  hotel	  offers	  29	  elegant	  rooms	  and	  suites,	  

featuring	  a	  Michelin	  Star	  restaurant	  and	  a	  rooWop	  garden	  with	  the	  most	  breathtaking	  
views	  of	  the	  city.	  
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Alexander McQueen: Savage Beauty Exhibition

Block rockin’ feats: 
at Adelboden Igloo 
Festival, Switzerland
Building an igloo is 
snow joke (geddit?) 
as we discovered on 
a trip to the Swiss 
mountain village of 
Adelboden to take part 
in its Igloo Festival. It’s 
a competitive affair, but 
having to spend the 
night in what you’ve 
made is the biggest 
challenge.

More than 100 remarkable 
designs from fashion's 'enfant 
terrible' will be wowing London 
audiences following great 
success in New York.

This phenomenally successful 
exhibition was one of New York's most 
visited exhibitions when it debuted 
at the Metropolitan Museum's 
Costume Institute in 2011. Here in 

London, the V&A will host more than 
200 examples of the late designer's 
astonishingly original works, with 
an additional section on McQueen's 
development in London when he 
started out as a designer. The pieces 
will be presented thematically, 
conserving and often mimicking the 
stylised presentation of the designer's 
catwalk shows. 

(Show extended to 2nd August, 2015)

PACK FOR. . . A WEEKEND AWAY

Steve McQueen in Le Mans - 
The bare essentials for 

sporting Steve McQueen chic 
- just add women and wheels 

Cotton chinos, £355, Loro Piana 
Monaco Calibre 12 chronograph

£4,600, TAG Heuer
Tobacco Oud EDP, £142, Tom Ford 

Jean genius...
See your Wild 
West road trip 
through a retro 
filter with new 
shades from US 
favourite Ray-Ban. 
The new Wayfarer 
frames are made 
from ultra-strong 
denim.

(www.ray-ban.com; £178)

We       ...
Hotlist

FIVE REASONS TO GO TO... MILAN
You want to visit a 
puppet laboratory.
Architect David Chipperfield 
(not to be confused with 
David Copperfield) won 
a competition in 2000 to 
design a brand new Citta 
delle Culture in southwest 
Milan. Fifteen years on 
and the complex is finally 
opening. It certainly 
looks like it will be worth 
the wait, with a series 
of sharp metallic cubes 
encompassing an undulating 
ribbed glass hall and a new 
archaeological museum, 
gallery and a traditional 
puppet-making laboratory all 
inside.

5

You're into opera.
Ricardo Chaily's reign as 
principal conductor at La 
Scala began on 1st January 
2015. He's expected to 
introduce a contemporary 
edge to the theatre’s 
opera and symphonic 
performances.

4

You like pasta with 
design on the side.
After 13 years of rave 
reviews in Rome, celebrity 
chef Filippo La Mantia 
opened his first Milanese 
outpost in plush Porta 
Venezia. You’ll dine on La 
Mantia’s Sicilian cuisine 
among unusual design 
features, such as motorbikes.

1

You're a fan of 
shopping.
'Whoever said money 
can't buy happiness simply 
didn't know where to go 
shopping,' quipped the 
actress Bo Derek; and 
shopaholics bound for Milan 
know that the password is 
'Montenapo'. Via Monte 
Napoleone, the most famous 
street in Milan's 'rectangle of 
fashion', is home to Gucci's 
flagship store, along with 
Roberto Cavalli, D&G, Prada, 
Valentino and Versace.

2

You want to explore the 
future of food.
Ever since London's 
Great Exhibition in 1851, 
world fairs have always 
aimed to dazzle us with 
architectural feats and daring 
technological innovations. 
Past Expos have given us 
Paris’s Eiffel Tower and 
Seattle’s Space Needle, as 
well as our first glimpse of 
escalators (Paris 1855), ice 
cream cones (St Louis 1904) 
and mobile phones (Osaka 
1970). 

3



46 47

L O N D O N    |    B R I S T O L     |    D U B L I N     |    C O R K    |     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

London’s Finest Townhouse, centrally located in the  prestigious 
and vibrant South Kensington area, is only a short walk from                         

the renowned halls of Harrods, Knightsbridge, Hyde Park and                  
the luxury and unique shops of Sloane Street and Ki ng’s Road. 
This elegant boutique hotel combines quintessential  English 

charm, luxury and contemporary comfort.  

H O T E L S  O F  D I S T I N C T I O N   |   D O Y L E C O L L E C T I O N . C O M

London’s Finest Urban Resort, provides boutique style 
and intimacy in the heart of the West End, moments 

from Oxford Street, Selfridges, Park Lane, Mayfair and 
Paddington.  Guest rooms and suites provide elegance             
and comfort complemented by a state of the art health 

club and relaxing spa. 

"Madrid has really revamped itself in the 
past couple of years. It’s perfect for a 
long weekend or city break as the city is 
filled with culture, great food and a lively 
atmosphere at night."
Angela Nappa, Senior Contractor, Oceandusk Group

Although it is cold in winter, there are usually a lot of bright, sunny days and it is 
often warm enough to sit outside during the day. Just remember your hat and 
gloves. The weather is best in spring and autumn. Cultural and street festivals 
are under way for most of May. It is usually uncomfortably hot for much of July 
and August, so if you want to go then, it is a really good idea to book a hotel 
with a pool. Then you can spend the mornings in air-conditioned museums 
and shops, swim and sunbathe all afternoon, and sit at outdoor cafés and 
restaurants after the sun has gone down.

When to go

Good to know
Currency: Euro
Time difference: +1 hour.
Flight times: Madrid is approximately two hours from UK airports

Attractions
Royal Palace
The opulent 18th-century palace stands on a strategic site with views across the 
countryside. Used for official events, it is crammed with paintings, sculptures, 
tapestries and antiques. You can also visit the Royal Pharmacy, the Royal 
Armoury and the Sabatini and Puerta del Moro gardens.

San Fernando Royal Academy of Fine Arts Museum 
This museum is never crowded, despite being situated just off the Puerta del 
Sol. Housed in an elegant 18th-century building, it contains a fine collection of 
paintings by Goya, El Greco, Zurbaran, Picasso, Van Dyck, Tiepolo and other 
major artists. You may well have the whole place to yourself.

Debod Temple
More than 2,000 years old, this Egyptian temple was given to Spain in thanks 
after Spanish archaeologists helped save Abu Simbel from flooding when the 
Aswan Dam was built. It stands on the western edge of the city centre and is a 
romantic spot to watch the sun go down.

Shopping
For a huge range of traditional espadrilles and a mind-boggling array of other 
rope-related items, don’t miss Casa Hernanz. Capas Seseña opened in 1901 
and is the only shop in the world to sell capes and only capes. The Mercado 
de San Miguel is great for tapas and a glass of wine, but also for picking up 
Spanish gourmet foods.

For funky boutiques, head to Calle Fuencarral just north of the Gran Vía, and 
veer off into the neighbouring areas of Chueca and Malasaña. Calle Augusto 
Figueroa is lined with outlet shoe shops.

The smartest shops are in the Salamanca district, particularly Serrano, Goya, 
Lagasca, Claudio Coello and Ortega y Gasset streets. For a special gift, have a 
look in Espacio Chus Burés, which sells dramatic contemporary jewellery.

Holiday Hotspot:
MADRID
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PERFECT PLACES 
TO EXPLORE IN 2015

Munich, Germany
Statistics show Munich is enticing more visitors than ever, 
especially in summer and during Oktoberfest. Munich’s walkable 
centre retains a small-town air but holds some world-class sights, 
especially its art galleries and museums. Throw in a king’s ransom 
of royal Bavarian heritage and you can see why it's such a favourite 
among those who seek out the past, but like to hit the town once 
they’re done.

Milan, Italy
Home of Italy’s stock exchange, an industrial 
powerhouse and the internationally accepted arbiter 
of taste in fashion and design, Milan is a seething 
metropolis. The grand Gothic cathedral, the Duomo, 
lies at the geographical heart of this one-time Imperial 
Roman capital, and expresses the love of beauty and 
power that still drives the city today. 

Prague, Czech Republic
Prague’s maze of cobbled lanes and hidden courtyards is a paradise for the aimless wanderer, always beckoning 
you to explore a little further. Just a few blocks away from the Old Town Square you can stumble across ancient 
chapels, unexpected gardens, cute cafés and old-fashioned bars with hardly a tourist in sight. One of the great 
joys of the city is its potential for exploration – neighbourhoods such as Vinohrady and Bubenec can reward the 
urban adventurer with countless memorable cameos, from the setting sun glinting off church domes, to the 
strains of Dvorak wafting from an open window.

Rome, Italy
A trip to Rome is as much about lapping 
up the lifestyle as it is gorging on art 
and historic sights. There’s really no 
better way of getting into the local spirit 
of things than by dining well. Food is 
absolutly central to Roman social life 
and the hundreds of pizzerias, trattorias, 
restaurants and gelaterie that crowd the 
city centre do as much business catering 
to locals as to tourists and weekend 
visitors. As they say, 'When in Rome, do 
as the Romans do!'

Geneva, Switzerland 
Super sleek, slick and cosmopolitan, this chocolate 
shop, bejuled gem of a city superbly strung around 
the sparkling shores of Europe's largest Alpine 
lake is, in fact, only Switzerland's third-largest city. 
Well worth a visit if you're looking for a place with 
outstanding beautiful and even more beautiful 
shopping.

Zell am See, Austria
Visitors to the area will often 
revel in glorious views of the 
snowcapped peaks, brightly 
painted chalets and of course, 
the lake (Zeller See) itself. 
Perfect in both Summer and 
Winter, Zell am See is an ideal 
destination for those who 
enjoy outdoor persuits, such 
as cycling, hiking and skiing.

Venice, Italy
Gothic palaces, glass-blowing studios, art biennials, masquerade 
parties: every seemingly permanent fixture of this floating landscape is 
the culmination of a thousand creative efforts, anchored by a thousand 
years of travellers’ tales. Yet the city’s glories cannot be exaggerated or 
repeated enough; Venice makes Marco Polos of us all.

Zürich, Switzerland
Located on a picturesque river and lake whose water you can 
drink, easy to get around and a stranger to the hassled lifestyle 
that defines bigger cities, this affluent, fashion-conscious place 
enjoys the finest things in life.

Barcelona, Spain 
The deep blue Mediterranean beckons. Sun-drenched 
beaches make a fine backdrop to a jog, bike ride or 
long leisurely stroll along the seaside – followed by 
a refreshing dip, of course. You can also enjoy the 
view from out on the water while kayaking, stand-up 
paddleboarding or taking it easy on a sunset cruise.



50 51

Your Private Island.
Elegantly Elevated.

Opened in March 2015 on Isola delle Rose, 
JW Marriott® Venice Resort & Spa is the 
luxury retreat for discerning travelers.  

■ A hidden haven settled on its own private 
island in Venice, just 15 minutes from 
St. Mark’s Square by courtesy boat

■ Rooftop pool with dramatic views 
over Venice and the Lagoon

■ Lush green gardens with family pool
■ The largest spa in town
■ Dining experiences and Sapori Cooking Academy 

DEFINITIVELY VENETIAN. SET A WORLD APART.

For more information visit jwmarriottvenice.com

A FRIC A     A SI A     EU ROPE     L AT I N A M ERIC A     M I DDLE E A S T     NORT H A M ERIC A          

Introducing Venice

Feast Like Kings
Garden islands and lagoon aquaculture yield speciality produce and seafood you won’t find elsewhere – all highlighted in inventive 
Venetian cuisine, with tantalising traces of ancient spice routes. The city knows how to put on a royal spread, as France’s King 
Henry III once found out when faced with 1200 dishes and 200 bonbons. Today, you are encouraged to save room and time for a 
proper sit-down Venetian meal, with lagoon seafood to match views at canalside bistros and toasts with Veneto’s signature bubbly, 
prosecco.

Enjoy the Seasonal Festivals
Festivals fill Venetian calli (streets) with revelry all year round, from the world-famous Carnival masquerade in February to raucous 
rowing regattas. Eternally grateful for being spared the plague, Venice gives showy thanks at the Festa del Redentore and Festa 
della Madonna della Salute with fireworks, pilgrimages across wobbly pontoon bridges and yes, you guessed it, more prosecco. 
Free movies and theatre performances illuminate summer nights; and, in September, international musicians turn archways, bridges 
and public transport into impromptu concert venues.

Venice - A Brief History
Not content with conquering the known world with its naval fleets, Venice dispatched intrepid explorers like Marco Polo to 
expand its trade horizons. When the success of the empire started to crumble, Venice refused to concede defeat on the world 
stage. Instead the city itself became a stage, attracting global audiences with its vivid painting, baroque music, modern opera, 
independent thinkers, and parties without parallel.

In a city where anything goes, 
we encourage you to expand 
your mind and breath in the 

delight that is Venice.

Paris 
City of Love

Book your next vacation to Europe with Oceandusk Group
www.oceanduskgroup.com
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Google Earth - maps of the entire 
world, plus images of pionts of 
interest and local businesses. 
Also includes Google Ocean with 
points of interest below the sea.

Google Earth
FREE

A slick weather App that provides 
key information to help plan your 
day on the water: temperature, 
wind direction and speed, wave 
height, wave length, wave period, 
storm risk, precipitation risk, 
humidity, pressure, etc. 6 hour 
forecasts.

Yachting 
Weather
FREE

This app helps you keep a watch 
on boats near you and others 
keep a watch on you to avoid 
collisions using Global Marine 
AIS systems via the Internet. It 
does not require an external 
AIS receiver or transponder 
equipment. Continuous Collision 
Detection out to 60 mile radius.

Boat Beacon
£7.99

This app replaces several books, 
manuals, study guides and other 
boating resources in one easy to 
use application. All the data is 
stored on your phone.

The Captain’s 
Toolbox Lite
FREE

Great idea - combine the compass 
with the camera of the iPhone 
and you have a "see through" 
compass to set your bearings. 

Compass Eye
£3.99

This single focus app alerts you 
if your anchor is dragging. Stop 
worrying and enjoy!

Anchor Alert
£2.99

All the standard knots you would 
use on a boat are clearly detailed 
in this app, with step-by-step 
photography so you can follow 
along easily. Includes 35 sailing 
knots and 21 fishing knots.

Knot Guide
FREE

Sailing, 
Boating and 
Yachting 
Apps

Our top 
recommendations... 

Ahoy! MARBELLA LUXURY DESTINATION
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Highway 89, Arizona / Utah / Idaho / Wyoming / Montana
This geological field trip traverses the Sonoran Desert to the Rocky Mountains, 
passing a volcanic plateau with lava flows and the Great Salt Lake. Take a 
detour if you want to see the red rocks of Sedona. Open roads rarely come 

finer. 
www.untraveledroad.com

Drivers’ Paradise
With everything from the adrenaline rush of a Formula One track to the gritty charms of a remote 
Alaskan highway, here’s our choice of roads that are pure fun to drive.

Ruta 40, Argentina
Ruta 40 stretches along the length of Argentina from Cabo Virgenes in the 

south to La Quiaca in the north, extending more than 3,045 miles. It runs 
parallel to the Andes, crossing 236 bridges and countless rivers, lakes, national 

parks, and mountain passes. From sea level, it ascends to 16,404 feet in the 
north around Salta—for many, the journey’s most dramatic leg. 

www.turismo.gov.ar

Nürburgring, Germany
Designed to flaunt Germany’s automotive prowess, the original mountain 
ring track emerged between 1925 and 1927 for Germany’s Grand Prix. A 
new track was completed in 1984, but the original 12.9-mile Nordschliefe 
'northern loop' regularly opens to the public as a toll road. It’s probably the 
world’s most challenging purpose-built racetrack, featuring many blind bends. 
www.nuerburgring.de

Davos to Stelvio via Bormio, Switzerland/Italy
Etched precariously through the peaks of the eastern Alps, this dizzying zigzag 
road built in the early 19th century is a hard-core workout for the very best of 
drivers and automobiles. The 60 hairpin turns transport you 9,042 feet up the 

mountains in 90 miles. The heady views are mostly yours alone. 
www.davos.ch

E6, Norway
Starting in southern Norway and driving as far north as you can is one way of 
testing both car and driver’s endurance. This 1,295-mile route starts from the 

capital, Oslo, and leads into the Arctic Circle, ending up at the bleak headland 
of Nordkapp at Norway’s—and Europe’s—top. Scenic highlights include 

fjords, forests, fishing villages, glaciers, mountains, and tundra, as well as the 
northern lights. Expect little traffic, but watch out for the occasional reindeer. 

www.visitnorway.com

Col de Turini, Alpes-Maritimes, France
With as many hairpin bends as a tightly coiled spring and the skimpiest of 
barriers, this vertiginous mountain pass (top elevation: 5,200 feet) looks 
designed for a James Bond movie car chase. It’s a high point of the Monte Carlo 
rally, held every January, when spectators throw snow on the normally ice-clad 
track, making the 14.5-mile drive that much more challenging. 
www.frenchriviera-tourism.com

Driving 
in the 

Fast Lane
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Set on the banks of the Douro in the north of the country, 
Porto’s historic centre has been 

Unesco listed since 1996 and is a picturesque 
mish-mash of cobbled lanes, pretty squares, steep steps 

and beautiful buildings tumbling down to the river. 
In recent years, the city has witnessed something of 
a cultural renaissance with galleries, restaurants and 

boutiques opening – the city even re-branded itself last 
year to convey its 'youthful, cosmopolitan' side. 

Well worth a visit we think.

Porto, Portugal
What’s Hot in Summer 2015 Ask the Experts: 

Portugal

I'm thinking about a holiday for 
my partner and I in Portugal this 
Summer. Any advice?

Monuments, churches and architectural 
structures are the usual requirement 
when visiting a country for the first time; 
however, exploring farther afield from 
the main cities is an absolute must in 
Portugal. Why not start the week with a 
“Pastel de Belem” pastry and an espresso 
overlooking the Tagus River in Lisbon? 
Drive to Sintra for some romanticism, 
in the form of the magical Pena Palace, 
right, and the enchanting Quinta da 
Regaleira. Explore the town centre by 
foot, refuelling every now and then with 
a coffee. Then drive to Ericeira, a small 
fishing village, where you can unwind 
and catch some waves or just relax on 
the golden sandy beach until the sun 
sets. Finish the week by heading to the 
seafood restaurant Mar-à-Vista for the 
catch of the day, whether fish, crab or 
lobster, and a chilled Portuguese beer 
or “green wine”. Perfection in just one 
week.

Once a powerful seafaring kingdom that dominated the merchant routes to Africa, South America and the Orient, Portugal today 
is a friendly, low-key place with a laid back vibe and a fantastic coastline, much of it fringed by golden sands and endless dunes. Its 
rolling interior is perfect for exploring on foot, by kayak, by bike or even on horseback – though a large part of the country’s charm 
comes from endless days on the beach, dining on fabulously fresh seafood and kicking back with a cool drink to watch the sunset 
over the Atlantic. We answer some of your pressing questions below:

We have 8 days to enjoy Portugal and are in a happy quandary of having too many wonderful 
options! We know we can't see and do everything we've looked into and want to give ourselves 
the flexibility of exploring places we might stumble upon. Do you have any recommendations?

We suggest taking two weeks to cover Lisbon, Sintra, Tavira, Sagres and Lagos as there is just so much to 
see. If 8 days is all you have, we recommend hopping on a train, bus or metro to get around, enabling you 
to relax, unwind and see the beauty of the country. Stop off as in when you want when something catches 
your eye as opposed to being too organised and we promise you’ll enjoy yourselves! Take a Lonely Planet 
Guide with you as well to ensure you don’t miss out on those back-street must-see areas!

My girlfriends and I are looking to go to away for a relaxing weekend break, can you recommend 
some local nightlife in Lisbon?

Majong - In the maze of bars that make up the Bairro Alto neighbourhood, this quirky place serves plastic 
cups of ice-cold beer to an eclectic crowd who spill out on to the surrounding cobbled streets until the early 
hours.
Kubo - Lounging on the all-white cushions of this sun-kissed river front terrace is the best way to idle away 
a summer’s afternoon in a haze of minty Mojitos, flirtatious chatter and sunbathing.
Lux - One of Lisbon’s largest ‘superclubs’ is part-owned by John Malkovich. Set in a monstrous dockland 
warehouse, it boasts an enormous dance floor and is filled with oversized armchairs, sofas and white pillars, 
with giant glitterballs (of Studio 54 ilk) looming overhead. The river-facing rooftop balcony is the spot for 
cocktails at dawn.

A&Q



58 59

Las Vegas
‘What happens in 

Vegas, stays in Vegas’

Los Angeles
‘City of Angels’

Orlando 
‘The City Beautiful’

New York
‘The Big Apple’

People stare at lots of free 
shows outside the hotels, but 
there's only one worth going 

to: the Bellagio fountains. 
Every half - hour between 

3p.m. and 8 p.m., and every 
15 minutes from then until 
midnight, an 8.5 - acre lake 
in the middle of the desert 

explodes with 1,214 spritzers 
shooting water up to 460 
feet in the air — perfectly 
choreographed to timeless 

music. 

It may be home to the rich, 
famous and plastic, but 

Los Angeles isn't a cultural 
vacuum. The Huntington 

is a quaint haven of history 
and art housing a library 
of rare books and four 

galleries of 18th and 19th 
century British and French 

art as well as American 
works from the 1950s and 
60s. There's also the quaint 
botanical gardens and Rose 

Garden and Tea Room.

www.huntington.org

Orlando likes to call 
itself the “wakeboarding 
capital of the world.” At 
the Orlando Watersports 

Complex, a beginner’s cable 
tow, anchored to poles in 

the lake, pulls you (and your 
wakeboard) around at 17 
miles per hour. The patient 

instructor will give you 
pointers, and you can watch 

some of the sports’ best-
known hotdoggers navigate 

the ramps and slides.

www.orlandowatersports.com

Wander through the 
colonial cobbled streets of 

the West Village: poke your 
head into some boutiques, 
grab a fortifying cupcake 
from the Magnolia Bakery 

(Bleecker & 11th St), or 
even stop for a pint at the 

White Horse Tavern (Hudson 
& 11th St). Keep angling 
southeast to get to leafy 
Washington Square Park, 
where you can catch your 
breath, while indulging in 
the discreet art of people 

watching.

The USA: 
Top Tips Miami

For modern day explorers
there's no place like

Book your next vacation to The USA with Oceandusk Group
www.oceanduskgroup.com
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465 south la cienega boulevard, los angeles
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NEW YORK
From quaint boutiques to expansive shopping malls, retail 

therapy is never far from reach. Designer brands, incomparable 
customer service, and must-have merchandise make these the 
best places to shop in New York. Take a sneak peek at our top 

shopping choices...

SHOPPING

Bag Big Name Brands
Bloomingdale's
Plow through the Bway, the aptly named, 
crowded main-floor arcade that feels like 
Times Square on Saturday, and hit the second 
floor for trendy, well-priced American brands. 
Bloomingdale's also carries all the requisite 
big-name designer labels and houses an 
extensive selection of lingerie. The Soho 
location caters to a younger, hipper crowd. 

Because You Can Afford to Look 
Fabulous
Barneys New York
Anyone worth her Manolos will tell you that 
Barneys Madison Avenue flagship is the final 
word in edgy designer fashion. The lower 
floors house sophisticated, expensive items like 
Prada suits; in the upstairs Co-op department, 
you’ll find rag & bone jeans, Alexander Wang 
dresses, and oversize Helmut Lang tees.

Shop for the Home 
Restoration Hardware Outlet
Buy luxury home furnishings without going 
broke at this massive discount warehouse. 
The 20,700-square-foot space at Sky View 
Centre features the brand’s timeless furniture, 
lighting, textiles, bathware, and outdoor and 
garden wares, all at significantly reduced 
prices.

For the Tech-Savvy
Apple Store
The two-story space boasts a showstopping 

glass staircase and a translucent 
walkway that glimmers in the 
sunshine flooding in from skylights. 
Test-drive everything in sight (iPads, 
MacBooks, software), play stump - 
the - tech - experts at the Genius Bar 
upstairs, or sit in on the free daily 
instructional seminars.

Score a Little Blue Box
Tiffany & Co.
The most democratic of the big 
jewellery houses, Tiffany’s welcomes 
shoppers who come by town cars, 
taxis, and tour buses. Snap up key 
rings, money clips, and cuff links, 
or invest in beautifully made men’s 
watches, kitchenware, or their classic 
six-prong diamond engagement 
ring.

Take a Fresh-Food Break 
The Greenmarket at Union Square 
Farmers from as far away as 
Vermont arrive at this outdoor 
market four times weekly, toting 
the freshest produce and an ample 
selection of flowers. Open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday.
Plan B: If it rains, roam the long 
corridor at Chelsea Market, stopping 
for lunch, pastries, produce, or 
unusual blooms at their wholesale 
flower market.

Shop a Classic
Saks Fifth Avenue
This top-end department store is 
filled with major American designers 
and plenty of Europeans, plus a 
complete collection of diffusion 
lines. The ninth-floor swimwear 
department swells seasonally to 
accommodate classics and styles 
with a little more va-va-voom.

Way Beyond Sneakers
Adidas Originals Store
With an inspired collection, the 
triple-stripe sportswear company has 
moved out of the gym and into retro 
fashion. Young jocks and wannabe 
D.J.’s come here for anything from 
key chains, track suits, and tees to 
limited-edition shoes.

Browse Sixteen Miles of Books
Strand Book Store
Established in 1927, the dusty, flea-
market-esque Strand is the largest, 
cheapest secondhand-book store 
in town. It carries everything from 
current fiction to old cookbooks, art 
tomes, and rare reads.
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MODERN LUXURY IN THE HEART OF MANHATTAN
Modern luxury. Urban Sophistication. All our guest rooms and suites feature indulgently oversized 

marble bathrooms with gentle rainfall showers. Many are highlighted by views of the iconic 
Manhattan skyline that peek through oversized glass windows. Our luxurious connecting rooms 
and suites (72-177 sq m) feature full-service Meile kitchen appliances with a washer and dryer. 
Our central location means we are steps away from shops and restuarants on Fifth Avenue and 

just a short ride away from nearly anywhere in Manhattan.

PERFECT FOR LONG-TERM STAYS
- A team of personal assistants will assist you in planning your stay -

-Arabic speaking Sta�, along with Arabic newspapers & television channels -
-All bathrooms feature bidet hoses -

-The Spa at Langham Place features a Hammam, steam room & rejuvinating treatments-
-Access to chau�eur driven Maserati -

- Michelin Starred Ai Fiori -
- Nightly live Jazz at Measure lounge -

400 Fifth Avenue | New York, NY 10018 | langhamhotels.com/newyork 

FLORIDA
Book your next vacation to Florida with Oceandusk Group 

www.oceanduskgroup.com

Florida is baseball, racing and 365 days of golf.

Florida is sunrise on the Atlantic and sunset on the Gulf.

Florida is a meditation, a daily gratitude, a smile.
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Seaside Sparklers
California’s 1,350km coastline has no shortage of special 
shore front stretches. Check out our top recommendations 
for places to visit and things to do along the way...

Santa Cruz is one of America's surfing capitals, complete with its own museum devoted to 
the sport, and a beach whose waves are known all over the world. Spend some time enjoying 

the amusements on the Santa Cruz Boardwalk, or head over to the local "mystery spot" 
where gravity doesn't seem to work normally. For outdoor recreation, the Monterey Bay 

Marine Sanctuary and Natural Bridges State Park are the places to be.

Surf the big waves - California style
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Jagged cliffs pummeled by surf line the Pacific Coast Highway along Big Sur, creating some of 
California's most memorable ocean vistas between Carmel and the northern tip of San Luis 

Obispo County. Grey whales migrate past twice a year, and elephant seals bask on the sandy 
shores and there are a number of luxury hotels, restaurants and art galleries to choose from 

along the way.

Take the scenic route...
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The structure links the U.S. city of San Francisco, on the northern tip of the San Francisco 
Peninsula, to Marin County, bridging both U.S. Route 101 and California State Route 1 across 
the strait. Declared one of the Wonders of the Modern World by the American Society of Civil 

Engineers, the bridge is one of the most internationally recognised symbols of San Francisco, 
California.

Visit Baker Beach, San Francisco
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art, solar panelled Ferris wheel. It also has an original carousel hippodrome from the 1920s, 

the Santa Monica Pier Aquarium operated by Heal the Bay, shops, entertainers, a video 
arcade, a trapeze school, alongside places to dine. During the summer months the pier is 

venue to weekly outdoor concerts, movies, and other family friendly activities that are free to 
the public.

Thrill - seek along Santa Monica Pier
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Malibu consists of a 21-mile (34 km) strip of prime Pacific coastline. Nicknamed "the 'Bu" by 
surfers and locals, the community is famous for its warm, sandy beaches, and for being the 

home of many Hollywood movie stars and others associated with the entertainment industry. 

Savour peace, quiet and serenity
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Destination 
DUBAI

Dubai really knows how to create headlines for - The World's Tallest Tower, The World's 
Most Luxurious Hotel, man-made islands and underwater restaurants has marvelled 
everyone from being known as this little pearl-diving village-that-could has built an entire 
tourist industry out of piquing people's curiosity. 
And that's despite the fact that the region is full of sunny locales that have alot more to offer - Jordan, with 
its millennia-old civilisation, the Red and Dead seas, incredible desert landscapes and the glories of Petra - but 
generate a lot less interest. 
That being said, Dubai has its virtues, so if you find yourself with 24 hours in the city, you'll have no shortage of 
things to do. 
Here are our Top 4 Things to Do whilst in Dubai...

Take a walk around Dubai Creek
After the world’s tallest building, I love the contrast of 

a simple abra ride on Dubai Creek. For me, nothing can 
match the sheer joy of riding an abra across the creek at 
sunset, as the evening call to prayer is singing out across 
the mosque minarets. At the other side you are met with 
the aromas of Dubai’s spice souk. It’s a great place to buy 
a little incense burner and a handful of frankincense, after 

which I’ll enjoy a walk around the beautiful old area of 
Deira, with its quirky alleyways and skinny alley cats. Talk 

about atmospheric!

Visit Dubai’s Parklands
Parks might not be the first thing you associate with Dubai, 

but the city boasts some of the most beautiful, tranquil, 
clean, green parks anywhere. Pay a small fee to enter a 
place quite different to other cities’ public spaces - see 

Filipino, Pakistani, Indian, local (Emirati), Arabic, European, 
Asian couples and families having fun, where children run 
free. Wallets and mobile phones are left on the grass while 

mums and dads play ball, or barbecue burgers.

Visit the Burj Khalifa
Dubai has the glitziest, the widest, the deepest… and 

the Burj Khalifa - the world’s tallest building. Check out 
the exhibit on the building’s history, then take the fastest 
lift in the world. Hold on to your hat - it only takes a few 
seconds. It’s not for the faint-hearted but is well worth it, 
as the views will blow your mind. Book tickets online in 

advance - my favourite time to go is at sunset.

Be a Tourist and do a Desert Safari
A desert safari is a chance to get a flavour of the Bedouin 
existence from years gone by. Numerous companies offer 
desert safaris but check them out before booking. Be sure 

to ask what time you will finish and be dropped back 
and whether they plan to stop anywhere on the way, and 
especially what extras you may need to pay for and what 

kind of food will be offered. Dune bashing in a four-wheel 
drive vehicle to an authentic-style campsite where you can 

try Shisha or even indulge in some barbecue food.

The
Melting Pot

- Dubai - 
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Dubai Family Holiday Ideas

Wild Wadi at Jumeirah Beach Hotel and 
Aquaventure at Atlantis Dubai each offer 
a multitude of scream-inducing extreme 
rides - Wild Wadi's Jumeirah Sceirah 
has been causing swimwear wardrobe 
malfunctions for years now, while 
Aquaventure's Shark Attack tunnel - 
i.e, a tunnel that zips through a pool of 
actual sharks - will give even the most 
gung-ho mums and dads cause to pause 
before jumping in. Both offer shaded 
areas, sunbeds and snack bars as well as 
lazy rivers and pools for smaller kids (and 
less adventurous parents), and cater for 
babies.

Sunny year round with some of the world's best children's activities, the UAE city is a kid-friendly 
gem: here are our top five tips for keeping the kids entertained this holiday season.

Kidzania
Kidzania, a vast but mini city located within the 
world's largest shopping centre, Dubai Mall, 
offers children the chance to pretend to be 
adults for the day. With its own airport arrivals 
area (complete with printed, personalised 
boarding cards), little visitors get to choose any 
one of 80 different careers to dabble in, from 
driving the fire engine that zooms round every 
hour or so to working at the local press office. 
A perfect afternoon's entertainment!

Ski Dubai
The first snow dome 
in the Middle East, Ski 
Dubai is consistently 
buzzing with big and 
little people either taking 
skiing or snowboarding 
group or private lessons, 
tobogganing, zorbing, 
throwing snowballs or even 
meeting the snow penguins 
that now live there (the 
Penguin Experience photos 
are worth the fee alone). 
Well worth a visit!

Visit the Desert
Funnily enough, visitors often forget that 
there is a whole desert to explore when 
they come to Dubai. For one fee a 4x4 
will pick you and your brood up from 
wherever you are staying, then drive you 
out into the heart of the sandlands - as 
bumpily as they can over the dunes, with-
out making your children, or you, queasy 
- until you reach a Bedouin-style camp, 
where you can all tuck into a barbecue 
and salad buffet, watch belly dancing 
and have a go at various desert-related 
activities, such as sandboarding, posing 
in national dress and general stargazing. 
You'll all be fast asleep by the time you 
arrive back at the hotel.

Water Parks

Child
Friendly 

Tips

Dedicated to providing 
our customers 

with a first class service, 
everytime
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Daredevil Dubai: Top Adventure Sports
It might be tempting to spend your Dubai break sprawled on a sun lounger, but this corner of the world 
is packed with high-octane, adrenaline-charged activities. There are outdoor adventures to have in the 
sand, sea and snow (yes, you read that right), and all are within a short taxi ride of each other. Got a 
need for speed? Go wakeboarding, skiing, sliding or racing F1-style – Dubai's got it all.

Sandboarding
The UAE’s stunt riders head out to Big Red, an 
area packed with thousands of sandy mounds, 
where you can watch pro quadbikers, 4x4 drivers 
and sandboarders launching themselves off 
ledges and peaks.  Adventure companies will drive 
willing participants to suitably high dunes, strap 
them to a board and send them hurtling down 
the slopes. It doesn't hurt when you tumble, but 
be prepared to get a workout climbing back up 
the sandy hills. 

Skiing and Snowboarding
Inside Ski Dubai, visitors will find 6000 tons of powdery snow and a 400-metre slope. 
With temperatures between -2°C and -9°C, you can pretend you’re in the Swiss Alps 
rather than a sweltering desert. While it’s not somewhere to try speed skiing, its the 
ideal environment to hone your technique or learn the basics. 

Wakeboarding
Zooming across the water at 
speeds of 40mph, with the warm 
Persian Gulf air against your face, 
wakeboarding gives you the rush 
of snowboarding but doesn’t 
hurt when you fall off. Whether 
you are a beginner, learning to 
do your first jump over the frothy 
wake, or can expertly land 360s 
and backflips, the adrenaline 
factor never wears off. 

F1 Driving
Following a specially tuned Audi TTS, 
drivers will experience 0-100kph 
in four seconds. The roar of the 
engine and the smell of rubber as 
they crank the car around the 17 
technical turns - a perfect way for a  
petrol head to spend the afternoon! 

Aquaventure Waterpark
Bound down 1.6m of rapids, catapult yourself 
past a shark tank at 60mph or stand on a 75ft 
high trapdoor that opens beneath your feet and 
sends you hurtling through a double looped flume 
– it’s just another day at Aquaventure at Atlantis, 
The Palm. Rides dart out from ancient Middle 
Eastern themed buildings and the views from the 
waterpark, over the Palm Jumeirah, calm turquoise 
sea and the city’s skyscrapers beyond, are nothing 
short of stunning (and a nice distraction as you 
queue for your impending doom). 

Looking for 
accommodation 

in Dubai?

Book your next vacation to Dubai with 
Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel

 +971 (0)4 450 8225
uae@oceandusk.travel 
www.oceandusk.travel
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Athens, Greece Amsterdam, Holland

Orlando, Florida

Oslo, Norway

Chicago, USA

Budapest, Hungary

Brussels, Belgium

Boston, USA

Copenhagen, Denmark

New Destinations Coming Soon...

A LOST ART RETURNS
Rediscover this remarkably refined London residence

Hyde Park Corner, London | www.lanesborough.com
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“MICE specialists for the Middle Eastern Market”

Contact Groupstay now to place your next enquiry
Call:  +44 (0)20 7587 0001 
Email: mail@groupstay.net
Visit: www.groupstay.net

Looking for 
someone to book 
your next group 

meeting?

Look no further.




